
 
Invitation to the Dance – Performers and Artists 

 

Spectre de la Rose 
oe Ashe-Browne danced with the INYB company for 6 years before joining 
the English National Ballet school for three years. During her training she 
won the Stella Mann bursary, the Gordon Edwards Bursary and the Elizabeth 
Baines-Hewitt award from the ISTD. In her graduate year she performed 

with the English National Ballet Company in The Sleeping Beauty, Manon, and Swan 
Lake. Upon graduation she joined Ballet Ireland, dancing in Cinderella and Lyric suite in her first 
season . 
 
 

 
ominic Harrison trained at The Bailey-Cox Dance Academy before 
commencing his vocational training at Central School of Ballet in London. 
Upon graduating with a First Class degree from CSB in 2011, Dominic 
worked with Scottish Ballet and Northern Ballet where he performed in 

various productions such as Sleeping beauty, Hamlet, Cleopatra, The Nutcracker, 
Beauty and the Beast, Madame Butterfly and I Got Rhythm. In 2012 he moved to The 

National Ballet of Ireland where he performed the lead role of Cavalier in The Nutcracker, was 
original cast for Royal Ballet’s Ludovic Ondivielas piece entitled Lost, and also had the lead role 
of Don José created for him in Morgann Runacre-Temple’s original production of Carmen.  
 
 

 
Irish National Youth Ballet Company 

rish Junior Ballet was co-founded by Anne Campbell-Crawford, Paris, and Professor Jean 
Wallis of the Akademie der Tanzen, Heidelberg,. The company had its first auditions in 1995 
and gave its first performance in February 1996 at the Royal Hibernian, Gallagher Gallery, 

Dublin. The name was changed to Irish National Youth Ballet Company (INYB) in the summer 
of 1999 with the approval of the Arts Council. INYB aims are to provide young dancers with an 
enriching experience during their formative years and to give them a flavour of what it might be 
like to pursue a career in dance.  More information at www.inybco.com. 

Dancers performing :  Sarah Montgomery, Teresa Ishchuk, Ariane Tighe, Laura Gray, Nicola 
Kilmurray, Tadhg Quigley Brennan, and Cormac O’Donoghue 
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Cork City Ballet 

ork City Ballet is a collaboration of dedicated, 
passionate people who come together to make sure 
that their commitment to the best in dance in Ireland 

is upheld, and available to all who seek it out. out. From 
our staff, artists and Board of Trustees to our many 
volunteers, the Cork City Ballet family works tirelessly to 
ensure that we stay true to our unique vision of live 
performance of main-scale classical ballet in Ireland. 
More information at www.corkcityballet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
uliya Prokhorova completed her ballet training in Belarus at 
the Belorussian State College of Choreography under the tutelage 
of Marina Petrova. In 2015, she graduated from the Russian State 
Social University. Over the course of her training, Yuliya 

successfully competed in ballet competitions in the Ukraine, Russia, and 
Belarus. She has been a company member of the Bolshoi Theatre of the 
Belarus and Cork City Ballet. This is her first time dancing with students 
from the Alan Foley Academy of Dance in their production of ‘Dance 
Offering 2018’. 
 
 

eigh Alderson trained at The Royal Ballet School performing in 
Rudi Van Dantzig’s Four Last Songs in Toronto and Stuttgart 
before graduating in 2006. He joined Scottish Ballet performng works by Ashley Page, 
Forsythe, and Trisha Brown and Pastor ,and works by Richard Wherlock with New 

English Contemporary Ballet, later joining Atlantic Ballet Theatre of Canada and guesting with 
Cork City Ballet and the Alan Foley Academy of Dance. 
 
His awards include the Royal Ballet School Achievement Award (2005 and 2006), Lynne Seymour 
Award for Most Expressive Dancer (2004), The NJL Choreographic Development Award (2005) 
and The Ulster Tatler Arts Personality of the Year Award (2009 and 2010). 
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Dame Ninette de Valois with Dr Alois 
Fleischmann and Joan Denise Moriarty in 1973 
 



 

The Contented Ghost 
 

eirdre Monaghan is an actress, known for, among other roles,  her part in 
Game of Thrones (2011), Custer's Last Stand Up (2001) and Sacrifice (2016). 
Deirdre started her career with Edwards-MacLiammoir at The Gate and last 
played there in “Da”. She has also played Mrs Malaprop in Smock Alley’s  

production of “The Rivals” and Kate in Jim Nolans’  “Johnny I Hardly Knew Ye” at 
Garter Lane Theatre/ National Tour.  Deirdre has worked extensively in radio for 

RTE, BBC, ABC and with Garrison Keillor for Minnesota Public Radio. 
 
 

aurence Foster studied at Birmingham Theatre School in 1966 where he won 
the Outstanding Student Award. Seasons of twice-nightly theatre followed in 
1968 and was then engaged at Birmingham Repertory Theatre in seasons of 
Shakespeare and Shaw with Michael Gambon, Brian Cox and Timothy 
Dalton. Laurence has since worked in all the Dublin theatres and provinces) 

In 1974, he joined the RTE Radio Drama Department as an actor and became Head of Radio 
Drama from 1990-1998. Laurence was also Artistic Director and founder of the Curtayne Theatre 
Company and of the Irish National Theatre for Youth. He has also written several Radio Plays 
and stage plays. 
 

 
 

The Degani Ensemble 

The The Degani Ensemble was formed in the mid 1980s by a group 
of young musicians keen to explore a wide variety of chamber 
music for wind and strings. Based around oboe and string trio, 
the ensemble made the inaugural tour of the Music Network in 
1986. Numerous Dublin/countrywide concerts and media 
broadcasts followed. The Degani Ensemble recorded all the major 
oboe quartets/quintets for R.T.E between 1986-1989. 

 
Re-forming in 2005, the core group consists of: 

• Alan Smale, violin, Leader of the RTE National Symphony Orchestra, Leader of the Irish Film 
Orchestra, guest leader with the Ulster Orchestra, recording artist/soloist/chamber musician. 

• John Lynch, Associate Principal viola, RTE National Symphony Orchestra, recording artist 
and chamber musician. 

• David James, Principal Cello, RTE Concert Orchestra, recording artist, chamber musician and 
member of Concorde. 

• Ruby Ashley, Lecturer in oboe at the Royal Irish Academy of Music, recording 
artist/soloist/chamber musician/orchestral musician. 
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(adapted from the poetry of Dame Ninette de Valois by Laurence Foster) 
 



 

Madam  

A Round-Table Discussion on the Life and Career of Ninette de Valois 
facilitated by 

Ann Makower 
 

nne Makower tells the story that one of her earliest memories is of 
sitting on her aunt's knee at Covent Garden and of being taught how 
to clap.  While this started her delight in ballet, she had neither the 
opportunity nor the specialised combination of talents necessary to 

pursue it herself. She went on to be educated in England and Trinity College, 
Dublin. After working in ITV and BBC in London, she spent 38 years in RTE as a TV 
producer/director of almost every type of programme, but specialising in music programmes, 
including opera and dance. She televised four of Irish National Ballet's programmes and in1995 
televised a half-hour interview with Dame Ninette de Valois under the title "Come Dance With 
Me in Ireland". 

 
 

nna Meadmore is Manager 
of Special Collections at the 
Royal Ballet Schoo which 
has nurtured some of the 

world’s greatest ballet performers. She 
is one of the foremost authorities on Ninette de Valois. 
Her special interest is the early career of de Valois, 
during which she was a dancer, choreographer, 
teacher, director, and theorist, and who went on to found The Royal Ballet School (1926), The 
Royal Ballet (1931), Birmingham Royal Ballet (1946), and the Turkish State Ballet (1948).  Anna is 
charged with keeping that history alive. 

 
 

Ballymore Eustace Concert Band 
 
Ballymore Eustace Concert Band has a a proud tradition dating from its foundation in 1875. 
Today there are over 30 enthusiastic members rehearsing weekly in purpose built facilities 
in Ballymore Eustace, playing a wide variety of music, including popular, classical, film music, 
Irish traditional and some brass band favourites. 
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